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(57) ABSTRACT

A device for filling a flexible container and a method thereof
are disclosed. The device may include a pressurizing chamber
and an evacuation chamber. A first displacement piston is
sealingly and slideably arranged within the pressurizing
chamber to define an inner volume within the pressurizing
chamber that is fluidly connected to a pressurizing conduit. A
second displacement piston is sealingly and slideably
arranged within the evacuation chamber to define an inner
volume within the evacuation chamber that is fluidly con-
nected to an evacuation conduit. A reservoir adapter is fluidly
connected to the pressurizing conduit and connects to a liquid
reservoir. A container adapter is fluidly connected to the
evacuation conduit and connects with a flexible container. A
transfer conduit is fluidly connected to the reservoir adapter
and the container adapter. A valve fluidly connects the con-
tainer adapter to the evacuation conduit or the transfer con-
duit.
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1
DEVICES AND METHODS FOR FILLING A
FLEXIBLE LIQUID MEDICAMENT
CONTAINER WITH LIQUID FROM A LIQUID
MEDICAMENT RESERVOIR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of pending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/792,138, filed Jun. 2, 2010,
which claims priority to European Patent Application No.
EP09007303.2 filed Jun. 2, 2009, which is herein incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The embodiments described herein relate to devices for
filling flexible containers for storing liquid medicaments
administered to patients by infusion pump devices, and meth-
ods for filling flexible containers.

BACKGROUND

Devices for the automated release of liquid medicaments
are normally used with patients who have a continuous vari-
able need of a medicine that can be administered by subcu-
taneous infusion. Specific applications are, for example, cer-
tain pain therapies and the treatment of diabetes, in which
computer controlled infusion pump devices are used, such as
insulin pumps. Such devices can be carried by a patient on the
body, and contain a certain amount of liquid medicament in a
reservoir in the form of a container. The medicine reservoir
often comprises medicine sufficient for one or more days. The
liquid medicament is supplied to the patient’s body from the
reservoir by subcutaneous infusion of injection, through an
infusion cannula or an injection needle.

In self-administration of liquid medicaments, such as the
self-administration of insulin, the patients administering by
means of an infusion pump are increasingly emphasizing
convenience and discretion. As a consequence such infusion
devices are designed to be small to increase discretion and
improve patient comfort.

While there are fully or partly disposable single-use infu-
sion pump devices, such devices are typically non-disposable
and are loaded with a disposable drug cartridge. Disposable
cartridges are preferable for sterility and contamination pre-
vention reasons. They may be delivered pre-filled with a
certain liquid medicament, or empty, which are self-filled by
a user. The self-filled containers may be filled with medica-
ments that are not available in pre-filled containers. For
example, some medicaments have limited availability in pre-
filled containers due to a lack of stability in liquid form when
stored in plastic containers.

One common type of infusion pump device that is carried
on or near the body has a medicine reservoir with a cylindrical
ampoule and a displacement piston, which is pushed into the
ampoule by a piston rod or threaded spindle in order to convey
the liquid medicament. These known designs have the disad-
vantage of being longer and/or thicker than desired.

Manufacturers may meet the demand for small infusion
pump devices in various ways. For example, the cylindrical
ampoule may be replaced by a container with a rectangular or
another suitable cross-section that interacts with a displace-
ment piston of a corresponding shape. Embodiments of such
small infusion pump devices are shown in WO 2008/122135
Al.
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A further approach to meet the demand for small infusion
pump devices may include replacing a syringe-type dosing
mechanism, in which a piston is displaced along a long con-
tainer axis by an actuator in order to convey an appropriate
amount of liquid medicine, with a downstream pump system.
In a downstream pump system device a miniaturized pump is
arranged downstream of the reservoir and causes a suction
pressure that conveys the liquid medicine from the reservoir
to its destination. An example for such a pump is described in
WO 2004/009162 Al.

The reservoir for a downstream pump system may be a
flexible container. Such a flexible container may comprise,
for example, two flexible wall sheets that are sealed together.
Flexible containers have the advantage of a smaller volume
surplus of the container in relation to its content, which
reduces the manufacture costs and the achievable dimensions
of an infusion pump device using such a flexible container.
The volume of some flexible containers may be up to about 10
ml, for example. Medication for diabetes therapy is com-
monly available in volumes of about 1.5 ml to about 3.5 ml.
Other types of therapies, e.g. pain therapy, may require other
administration regimes. Therefore, other volume ranges may
be more common.

One known problem with flexible containers is residual air
within the container. For example, a flexible self-filled con-
tainer may be provided empty and manually filled with an
appropriate liquid medicament. After the flexible container is
filled, residual air may persist in the flexible container. If the
residual air remains in the container or in the fluidic system of
a pump system, it may be administered in place of the liquid
medicament, which leads to potentially dangerous dosing
errors. Furthermore, the administration of air into a patient’s
body should generally be avoided for medical reasons.

Yet another issue with residual air present in the fluidic
system of an infusion pump device is the reduced stiffness of
the fluidic system. Due to the high compressibility of gases
such as air in relation to liquids such as water, it becomes
difficult to measure the exact pressure in the fluidic system.
This impedes the detection of blockages or occlusions in the
fluidic system of an infusion pump device by measuring the
fluidic pressure.

Known may help a user to fill a container for infusion pump
systems. However, the known devices are for use with
syringe/ampoule type infusion pump systems, and cannot be
properly used with flexible containers. Such filling devices
are disclosed, among others, in EP 1952837 Al and EP
1820485 Al.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment, a device for filling a flex-
ible liquid medicament container with a liquid from a liquid
medicament reservoir may include a pressurizing chamber
and an evacuation chamber. A first displacement piston is
sealingly and slideably arranged within the pressurizing
chamber. The first displacement piston defines a first inner
volume within the pressurizing chamber. A second displace-
ment piston is sealingly and slideably arranged within the
evacuation chamber. The second displacement piston defines
a second inner volume within the evacuation chamber. A
pressurizing conduit is fluidly connected to the first inner
volume of the pressurizing chamber. A reservoir adapter is
fluidly connected to the pressurizing conduit, and to which
connects a liquid reservoir. An evacuation conduit is fluidly
connected to the second inner volume of the evacuation
chamber. A container adapter is fluidly connected to the
evacuation conduit and to which connects a flexible container.
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A transfer conduit is fluidly connected to the reservoir adapter
and the container adapter. A valve fluidly connects the con-
tainer adapter to either the evacuation conduit or the transfer
conduit.

In another embodiment, a method for filling a flexible
liquid medicament container with a liquid from a liquid medi-
cament reservoir may include: evacuating a flexible con-
tainer; pressurizing a liquid reservoir; and transferring a lig-
uid from the liquid reservoir to the flexible container with a
pressure difference between the liquid reservoir and the flex-
ible container.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description describe
various embodiments and are intended to provide an over-
view or framework for understanding the nature and character
of the claimed subject matter. The accompanying drawings
are included to provide a further understanding of the various
embodiments, and are incorporated into and constitute a part
of this specification. The drawings illustrate the various
embodiments described herein, and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles and operations of the
claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically depicts a device for filling a flexible
container according to one or more embodiments shown and
described herein;

FIG. 2A schematically depicts a mechanical coupling
between the two displacement pistons in a device according
to one or more embodiments shown and described herein;

FIG. 2B schematically depicts a mechanical coupling
between the two displacement pistons in a device according
to one or more embodiments shown and described herein;

FIG. 2C schematically depicts a mechanical coupling
between the two displacement pistons in a device according
to one or more embodiments shown and described herein;

FIG. 3 schematically depicts a cross-section of a device for
filling a flexible container according to one or more embodi-
ments shown and described herein;

FIG. 4 depicts a perspective view of a device for filling a
flexible container according to one or more embodiments
shown and described herein;

FIG. 5 schematically depicts a method for filling a flexible
container according to one or more embodiments shown and
described herein; and

FIG. 6 schematically depicts a cross-section of a device for
filling a flexible container according to one or more embodi-
ments shown and described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One embodiment described herein provides a device for
filling a flexible liquid medicament container with a liquid
from a liquid medicament reservoir. The device may facilitate
the filling of a flexible container with a liquid medicament by
a user.

Another embodiment described herein provides a device
for filling a flexible container with a liquid from a reservoir
that removes air present in the flexible container from prior to
the filling of the flexible container.

Yet another embodiment described herein comprises a
device for filling a flexible container with a liquid from a
reservoir that prevents the entry of air bubbles into the flexible
container.
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A further embodiments described herein include methods
for filling a flexible container, for example, a flexible con-
tainer for use in an infusion pump device, with a liquid from
a reservoir.

In one embodiment, a flexible liquid medicament con-
tainer, such as a collapsible container, is evacuated prior to
being filled with a liquid medicament in order to avoid the
presence of air in the container. The evacuation may reduce
the volume of air remaining in the container such as, the air in
the dead volume of said container and facilitate the filling of
the container. The liquid is transferred from a primary reser-
voir to the container by a temporarily generated pressure
difference between the primary reservoir and the container.

In another embodiment, a device for filling a flexible liquid
medicament container with aliquid from a liquid medicament
reservoir comprises a pressurizing chamber, a displacement
piston sealingly and slideably arranged in the pressurizing
chamber, an evacuation chamber, and a displacement piston
sealingly and slideably arranged in the evacuation chamber.
Each chamber with its corresponding displacement piston
defines an inner volume of the chamber. A pressurizing con-
duit is arranged to fluidly connect the inner volume of the
pressurizing chamber with a reservoir adapter arranged to be
connected to the liquid reservoir. An evacuation conduit is
arranged to fluidly connect the inner volume of the evacuation
chamber with a container adapter arranged to be connected
with the flexible container. A transfer conduit is arranged to
fluidly connect the reservoir adapter with the container
adapter. A valve such as, for example, a multi-way valve, is
arranged to connect the container adapter with either the
evacuation conduit or the transfer conduit.

The movements of the two displacement pistons may be
coupled. For example, the movements of the two displace-
ment pistons can be coupled, such that when one displace-
ment piston is shifted, the inner volume of a corresponding
chamber is decreased, the other displacement piston is
shifted, the inner volume of the other chamber corresponding
to the other displacement piston is increased, and vice versa.

In a further embodiment of the device, only one stroke of
the displacement pistons is sufficient to fill the flexible con-
tainer. For example, the coupling mechanism between the
pistons and the dimensions of the chambers and the pistons
may be designed to fill the flexible container with a single
stroke.

In further embodiments, the two chambers may be formed
in one closed cylinder. The two displacement pistons can be
formed as one single displacement piston or as two rigidly
connected displacement pistons arranged in the cylinder,
which divides the cylinder into the two distinct chambers. The
one single displacement piston and/or the two rigidly con-
nected displacement pistons are displaceable along a longi-
tudinal axis of the cylinder.

According to the embodiments described herein, the
device may comprise two subunits. In one embodiment, a first
subunit comprises the reservoir adapter, the container adapter
and the transfer conduit. A second subunit comprises the two
chambers and displacement pistons. The first subunit is
detachable from the second subunit.

In one embodiment of the device, the reservoir adapter
and/or the container adapter for connection with the liquid
reservoir are detachable from the rest of the device.

In another embodiment, the reservoir adapter comprises
two parallel hollow needles or pins that are arranged to pen-
etrate a septum of a liquid reservoir such as, for example a
vial. A first needle or pin is in fluidic communication with the
pressurizing conduit, and a second needle or pin is in fluidic
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communication with the evacuation conduit. Additionally,
the first needle or pin may be substantially longer than the
second needle or pin.

Embodiments of the device described herein comprise a
degassing membrane, arranged to remove gas such as, air,
from the transfer conduit between the reservoir adapter and
the container adapter. Additionally, a bubble trap or a bubble
filter, and/or a check valve, and/or a capillary segment or flow
restrictor may be arranged in the transfer conduit between the
reservoir adapter and the container adapter.

In yet another embodiment of the device, the pressurizing
conduit and/or the evacuation conduit comprise a gate valve
for temporarily interrupting the corresponding conduit,
dependent upon the position of the displacement piston
within the corresponding chamber.

In the embodiments described herein, the gate valve may
be divided into two segments. A first segment is located in the
structure of the device, and a second segment is located in the
corresponding displacement piston. The position of the dis-
placement piston within the corresponding chamber deter-
mines whether the cross-sections of the two segments overlap
and fluidly connect the two segments, or the two segments do
not overlap and implement the gate valve. In other embodi-
ments, the segment of the pressurizing and/or the evacuation
conduit may be located within the displacement piston ends
in an outlet located on the front face of the corresponding
displacement piston, facing toward the inner volume.

According to the embodiments described herein, the dis-
placement pistons may be manually operated.

In one embodiment, the multi-way valve may be actuated
by a movement of one or both displacement pistons, by the
movement of an actuation mechanism or actuator for the
displacement pistons, by a locking mechanism for the dis-
placement pistons, or combinations thereof.

Devices according to the embodiments disclosed herein,
may be used for filling a flexible container for use in an
infusion pump device.

In a method for filling a flexible container with a liquid
from a reservoir, according to the embodiments disclosed
herein, the flexible container is evacuated, and the liquid
reservoir is pressurized. The liquid is transferred from the
liquid reservoir to the flexible container, driven by a pressure
difference between the liquid reservoir and the flexible con-
tainer. It is noted that, any portion of the method described
above may occur in any sequence or simultaneously with any
other portion of the method.

In a further embodiment of the method, the flexible con-
tainer is evacuated by decreasing the inner volume of a pres-
surizing chamber connected to the liquid reservoir. The flex-
ible container may also be evacuated by increasing the inner
volume of an evacuation chamber connected to the flexible
container.

Asused herein, the terms “medicament” and “liquid medi-
cament” are meant to encompass any drug-containing flow-
able medicine, therapeutic liquid or diagnostic liquid that are
capable of being passed through a delivery element such as,
for example, a hollow needle in a controlled manner, such as
a liquid, solution, gel, fine suspension, and the like. Repre-
sentative drugs include pharmaceuticals such as, but not lim-
ited to, insulin preparations ready for administration, pep-
tides, proteins, hormones, biologically derived or active
agents, hormonal and gene based agents, nutritional formulas
and other substances in both solid (dispensed) or liquid form.

As used herein, the terms “subcutaneous infusion” and
“subcutaneous injection” means the insertion of a needle
device to a selected site within the body of a patient for
intravenous, intramuscular or intradermal delivery of a liquid
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medicament to a subject. Further, the term needle, as used
herein, means a piercing member adapted to be introduced
into or through the skin of a subject such as, for example, an
array of micro needles, a cannula, a hypodermic needle, and
the like.

A device 1 for filling a flexible container 2 according to the
embodiments described herein is schematically depicted in
FIG. 1. The device 1 generally comprises a pressurizing
chamber 43, with a movable displacement piston 41 sealingly
closing the pressurizing chamber 43, and defining an inner
volume 45 of the pressurizing chamber 43. In one embodi-
ment, the inner volume 45 is fluidly connected via a pressur-
izing conduit 51 to a reservoir adapter 13. The reservoir
adapter 13 can be connected to a liquid reservoir 3 such as, for
example, a vial containing a liquid medicament. When the
displacement piston 41 is moved into the pressurizing cham-
ber 43 (depicted in FIG. 1 as the positive y direction), the
inner volume 45 of the pressurizing chamber 43 is decreased
and an increased pressure is transferred from the pressurizing
chamber 43 to the interior of the liquid reservoir 3.

The device 1 may also comprise an evacuation chamber 44
with a movable displacement piston 41'. The displacement
piston 41' sealingly closes the evacuation chamber 44 and
defines an inner volume 45'. The inner volume 45' is fluidly
connected via an evacuation conduit 52 to a container adapter
14. The container adapter 14 can be fluidly connected to a
flexible container 2, which then may be filled with the liquid
6 in the liquid reservoir 3. When the displacement piston 41'
is moved out of the evacuation chamber 44 (depicted in FIG.
1 as the negative y direction), the inner volume 45 of the
evacuation chamber is increased and the pressure is decreased
within the evacuation chamber 44. As a result of the decrease
in pressure, air in the flexible container 2 and/or the container
adapter 14 is sucked into the evacuation chamber 44. Thusly,
the flexible container 2 is evacuated. The flexible container 2
may also be deflated by the evacuation chamber 44 in a
similar fashion prior to evacuation.

The adapters 13, 14 may be fluidly connected via a transfer
conduit 53 to transfer liquid 6 from the liquid reservoir 3 to the
flexible container 2. In one embodiment, the evacuation con-
duit 52 is temporarily interrupted after the flexible container
has been evacuated by, for example, closing a valve 57e
arranged in evacuation conduit 52. Then the previously
closed transfer conduit 53 is temporarily opened by, for
example, opening a valve 57 arranged in the transfer conduit
53. After manipulating properly positioning the valves 57e,
57, liquid 6 is flowed from the pressurized liquid reservoir 3
to the flexible container 2. In another embodiment, a valve
57d that may close the pressurizing conduit 51 after pressur-
izing the liquid reservoir 3 can be mounted in the pressurizing
conduit 51.

In another embodiment of the device 1, the chambers 43,
44 are fluidly connected via a conduit 58 with valve 574. The
valve 57a can be used to partially compensate for the pressure
difference between the two chambers 43, 44 or to transfer air
between the chambers 43, 44. For example, air may be trans-
ferred between the chambers 43, 44 when the displacement
pistons 41, 41' are moved to their original positions in order to
reset the device. In further embodiments, a conduit with a
valve 576 may be fluidly connected to the evacuation cham-
ber 44 and a valve 57¢ may be fluidly connected to the
pressurizing chamber 43 to control the pressure difference
between the chambers 43, 44 and the ambient conditions
outside the device 1.

In an embodiment of a device 1 according to the present
disclosure, the movement of the displacement pistons 41, 41'
is mechanically coupled. The movement is mechanically
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coupled such that a movement of the displacement piston 41
is coordinated with a movement of the displacement piston
41'. For example, the displacement pistons 41, 41' may move
in opposite directions, i.e. the displacement piston 41 moves
in (positive y direction) to decrease the inner volume 45 of the
pressurizing chamber 43 when the displacement piston 41'
moves out (negative y direction) of the evacuation chamber
44 to decrease the inner volume 45' of the evacuation chamber
44, and vice versa.

Further embodiments comprising a mechanical coupling
16 between the displacement pistons 41, 41' are schemati-
cally depicted in FIGS. 2A-2C. In one embodiment (FIG.
2A), the displacement pistons 41, 41' are parallel to one
another and the mechanical coupling 16 is a pivot arm mecha-
nism. The mechanical coupling 16 may also be a crankshaft
mechanism when the displacement pistons 41, 41' are paral-
lel. In another embodiment (FIG. 2B), the displacement pis-
tons 41, 41" are reversely aligned and the mechanical coupling
16 is a rigid rod. In a further embodiment (FIG. 2C), the
pressurizing chamber 43 and the evacuation chamber 44 are
disposed in a cylinder 46. A displacement piston 41 is move-
ably arranged in the cylinder 46, and separates the cylinder 46
into inner volumes 45, 45'.

Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4, an embodiment of a device
1 for filling a flexible container is depicted. A combined
displacement piston structure comprising displacement pis-
tons 41, 41' and a mechanical coupling 16 is slideably mov-
able along a longitudinal axis 461 of the cylinder 46. The
pressurizing chamber 43 and the evacuation chamber 44 are
disposed within a cylinder 46. Displacement pistons 41, 41'
are disposed within the cylinder and rigidly coupled by the
mechanical coupling 16. The two ends of the cylinder 46 are
sealingly closed with two cover plates 432, 442. For each of
the displacement pistons 41, 41", two circumferential sealings
42,42' provide an airtight closure of the inner volumes 45, 45'.

A pressurizing conduit 51 located in the body of the device
1 leads from an inlet 431 on the concave front face of the
pressurizing chamber 43 to the reservoir adapter 13, where it
is fluidly connected to a hollow needle 131. A short evacua-
tion conduit 52 connects an outlet 441 in the cylinder wall
with a multi-way valve 54, which is also fluidly connected
with the container adapter 14 and the transfer conduit 53. The
transfer conduit leads from the multi-way valve 54 to the
reservoir adapter 13, where it is fluidly connected with
another hollow needle 132.

Still referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, in one embodiment, a liquid
reservoir 3, for example a reversely mounted vial, is mounted
to the reservoir adapter 13 of the device 1. The hollow needles
131, 132 of the reservoir adapter 13 protrude through a sep-
tum 31 of the liquid reservoir 3. The length of the first hollow
needle 131, which is connected to the pressurizing conduit
51, is configured such that its tip is near the bottom of the
liquid reservoir 3. The length of the second hollow needle
132, which is connected to the transfer conduit 53, is config-
ured such that its tip is close to the septum 31. The configu-
ration of the hollow needles 131, 132 reduces the probability
that the air that is pressed into the liquid reservoir 3 when it is
pressurized will be injected into the liquid 6. The decrease in
injected air decreases the probability of air bubble formation
and the probability of air bubbles entering the transfer conduit
53 and the flexible container 2.

In the embodiments described herein, the container adapter
14 may be directly connected with the flexible container 2, or
connected with the flexible container via a connection ele-
ment 141 that may be disposable.

An embodiment of the device 1, as depicted in FIGS. 3 and
4, comprises a disposable subunit 11 and a reusable subunit
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12 that can be detached from each other. The reusable subunit
12 comprises the pressurizing chamber 43, the evacuation
chamber 44 and the displacement pistons 41, 41'. The ele-
ments disposed within the reusable subunit do not come into
contact with the liquid 6 during operation of the device 1.
Therefore, the reusable subunit 12 has a low probability of
becoming contaminated by the liquid 6.

The disposable subunit 11 comprises the reservoir adapter
13 for the liquid reservoir 3, the container adapter 14 for the
flexible container 2, and the transfer conduit 53. Such parts of
the device 1 periodically come into contact with the liquid 6,
and thus have to be regularly replaced for hygienic reasons.

Inanother embodiment comprising a disposable subunit 11
and a reusable subunit 12, the pressure may be automatically
equalized between the chambers 43, 44 by detaching one of
the subunits 11, 12 from the device 1. For example, when the
disposable subunit 11 is detached the displacement pistons
41, 41' can be brought back into the starting position.

In further embodiments, hydrophobic filters may be dis-
posed within the pressurizing conduit 51 and/or the evacua-
tion conduit 52 to prevent any liquid from entering the con-
duits 51, 52. For example, the hydrophobic filters may be
disposed within the disposable subunit 11. Additionally, non-
return valves may be utilized in the pressurizing conduit 51 to
minimize liquid infiltration.

The displacement pistons 41, 41' can be actuated by any
suitable mechanism. Since the space of the cylinder 46
between the displacement pistons 41, 41' may be open, the
mechanical coupling 16 may be coupled to an external actua-
tion mechanism or actuator. For example, a lever or arm (not
shown) may protrude from the outside into the cylinder 46,
and connect to the mechanical coupling 16. In one embodi-
ment, the lever may be actuated by hand. Thusly, a user can
manually move the displacement pistons 41, 41' along the
longitudinal axis 461 of the cylinder 46.

A method 200 for filling a flexible container 2, according to
the present disclosure, is schematically depicted in FIG. 5.

The method 200 comprises, step 201, preparing the device.
A liquid reservoir with a liquid 6 such as, a liquid medica-
ment, is connected with the reservoir adapter 13. A displace
piston 41 such that the inner volume 45 of the pressurizing
chamber 43 is maximized, and the inner volume 45' of the
evacuation chamber 44 is minimized. The flexible container 2
is fluidly connected to a disposable connection element 141,
which is configured to connect to the container adapter 14. A
multi-way valve 54 is switched such that the transfer conduit
53 is interrupted (black marking), and the evacuation conduit
52 is fluidly connected to the flexible container 2. The flexible
container 2 may be partially inflated and contain some
remaining air 7 inside.

In step 202, the displacement piston 41 is moved to the left,
thereby increasing the inner volume 45' of the evacuation
chamber 44 and decreasing the inner volume 45 of the pres-
surizing chamber 43 (FIG. 1). As a result, the remaining air 7
inside of the flexible container 2 is sucked into the evacuation
chamber 44 (FIG. 1). The air in the flexible container 2 is
nearly completely removed, and the inner pressure in the
flexible container 2 is reduced to a minimum. The amount of
air in the dead volume of the flexible container 2 is reduced,
based on a normal pressure calculation. The air in the inner
volume 45 of the pressurizing chamber 43 is simultaneously
compressed, and the interior of the liquid reservoir 3 is pres-
surized via the pressurizing conduit 51.

Subsequently, in step 203 when the displacement piston 41
has reached a maximum position the valve 54 is switched
such that that the evacuation conduit 52 is disconnected from
the container adapter 14 and flexible container 2. The transfer
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conduit 53 is fluidly connected with the flexible container 2.
The liquid 6 can now flow via the transfer conduit 53 from the
liquid reservoir 3 to the flexible container 2. The pressure
difference between the liquid reservoir 3 (relatively high) and
the flexible container 2 (relatively low, e.g., atmospheric pres-
sure, as long as maximum filling capacity is not reached). To
limit the maximum flow speed of the liquid during transfer,
such as during the beginning of the transfer, the transfer
conduit 53 may be provided with meanders, flow restrictors or
capillaries, for example.

The valve 54 may be switched by, for example, a user, or
automatic triggering. In one embodiment, the valve is auto-
matically switched when the displacement piston 41 reaches
a certain position. Further embodiments comprise a locking
mechanism that locks the displacement piston 41 at a posi-
tion, such as, for example, the maximum position. The lock-
ing mechanism of the piston may also be used as the trigger
for switching the valve 54. Furthermore, the locking mecha-
nism may be releasable for reusing the device.

In another embodiment, the locking mechanism may only
be released when a used, disposable subunit 11 has been
removed. Thus, the risk of an accidental contamination of the
reusable subunit 12 due to an operating error is further
reduced.

Still referring to FIG. 5, in step 204, the valve 54 remains in
its current state until the desired filling level of the flexible
container 2 has been reached, or the liquid reservoir 3 has
been emptied. While the liquid reservoir 3 and the flexible
container 2 are depicted in FIG. 5 as having the same volume,
it is noted that the volume of the liquid reservoir 3 may be
considerably larger than the volume of the flexible container
2 to be filled. Therefore, the contents of the liquid reservoir 3
may be sufficient to fill several of the flexible containers 2. For
example, a common insulin vial contains 10 ml of insulin
solution, which may be sufficient to fill up three to five com-
monly available flexible containers for use in an insulin infu-
sion pump device.

In step 205, the valve 54 is switched again, and both the
evacuation conduit 52 and the transfer conduit 53 are discon-
nected from the container adapter 14.

In step 206, the filled flexible container 2 is detached from
the connection element 141, and may then be connected to an
infusion pump device. The connection element 141, which
may be disposable, is removed from the container adapter 14.
The liquid reservoir 3 may be removed, for example, when it
is empty, from the reservoir adapter 13. The disposable sub-
unit 11 is also removed from the reusable subunit 12 of the
device 1.

In another embodiment of the present disclosure, the con-
nection element 141 may remain connected to the flexible
container 2, and may be used for liquidly connecting the
container with an infusion pump device.

The reservoir adapter 13 may also comprise a mechanism
that prevents the removal of the liquid reservoir 3 from the
reservoir adapter 13. For example, the liquid reservoir 3 may
not be removed when the disposable subunit 11 is connected
to the reusable subunit 12. The liquid reservoir 3 may be
permanently coupled to the reservoir adapter 13 after they are
connected, such that the liquid reservoir 3 and the disposable
subunit 11 have to be disposed together.

Referring again to FIGS. 1 and 5, the displacement piston
41 is set back to the starting position, step 201, prior to the
next use. For example, the locking mechanism of the dis-
placement piston 41 may be released. In one embodiment, a
spring element is used to move the displacement piston 41
back to the starting position. A new disposable subunit 11
may then be attached to the subunit 12 to prepare the device 1
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for use. In a further embodiment, the displacement pistons 41,
41' may be set back to the starting position by manually
operating the actuation mechanism of the displacement pis-
tons 41, 41', for example with a lever and the like.

A further embodiment of a device 1 according to the
present disclosure is schematically depicted in FIG. 6.

The multi-way valve 54 is disposed near the center of the
device 1 and the reservoir adapter 13 to reduce the volume of
the transfer conduit 53 and the potential amount of air remain-
ing in the conduits 51, 52, 53.

A bubble trap 56 is disposed adjacent to the valve 54. The
bubble trap 56, or bubble filter, is configured to remove air
bubbles from the liquid stream, or retain them in the bubble
trap 56. An example of a bubble trap 56 is disclosed in the
European application No. 09155216 assigned to the appli-
cants. Said application is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety as part of the present disclosure.

Embodiments described herein comprise a degassing
membrane 55 disposed upstream of the bubble trap 56
arranged in the wall of the conduit 53. The degassing mem-
brane 55 is configured to allow any air remaining in the
conduit 53 to permeate through the degassing membrane 55,
while any liquid 6 is retained in the conduit 53. In one
embodiment, the liquid reservoir 3 is pressurized and a cer-
tain time period is allowed to pass prior to switching the valve
54 to connect the transfer conduit 53 to the flexible container
2. When the liquid reservoir 3 is pressurized to a pressure
greater than the ambient air pressure, air in the transfer con-
duit 53 will escape through the degassing membrane 55 and
will be replaced in the transfer conduit 53 by liquid 6.

Referring still to FIG. 6, an embodiment of the evacuation
conduit 52 comprises two segments 52", 52'. A first segment
52" located in the structure of the device leads from the valve
54to awall ofthe cylinder 46. A second segment 52'is located
in the displacement piston 41', and leads from the outlet 441
located on the front face of the displacement piston 41' to an
opening located between the two circumferential sealings 42
of the displacement piston 41'. The displacement piston 41'
and the evacuation conduit 52 act as a gate valve because the
evacuation conduit 52 is closed as long as the openings of the
two segments 52", 52' do not overlap. As a consequence of the
gate valve-like nature, air in the flexible container 2 is not
sucked into the evacuation chamber 44 continuously during
the shifting of the displacement pistons 41, 41'. Air in the
flexible container 2 is sucked into the evacuation chamber 44
only when the displacement pistons 41, 41' have come to the
maximum position for inner volume 45' (left-most position in
FIG. 6). At this position, the two segments 52", 52' of the
evacuation conduit 52 are the fluidly connected, and the valve
54 has been switched to connect the evacuation conduit 52 to
the flexible container 2. Thusly, the two functions of pressur-
izing the liquid reservoir 3 and evacuating the flexible con-
tainer 2 may occur at different points of time, which may
reduce the number of valves in the device 1.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the embodiments
described herein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the claimed subject matter. Thus, it is intended that the
specification cover the modifications and variations of the
various embodiments described herein provided such modi-
fications and variations come within the scope of the
appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for filling a flexible liquid medicament con-
tainer with a liquid from a liquid reservoir, the device for
filling a liquid medicament container comprising:
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a pressurizing chamber;

an evacuation chamber;

afirstdisplacement piston sealingly and slideably arranged
within the pressurizing chamber, wherein the first dis-
placement piston defines a first inner volume within the
pressurizing chamber;

a second displacement piston sealingly and slideably
arranged within the evacuation chamber, wherein the
second displacement piston defines a second inner vol-
ume within the evacuation chamber;

a reservoir adapter fluidly connected to the first inner vol-
ume of the pressurizing chamber and which connects to
the liquid reservoir and allows an increased pressure to
be transferred from the pressurizing chamber, contain-
ing a pressurizing gas, to the interior of the liquid reser-
voir thereby allowing the gas to contact the liquid within
the liquid reservoir; and

avalve that fluidly connects the flexible liquid medicament
container to either the interior of the liquid reservoir via
the reservoir adapter, or the second inner volume of the
evacuation chamber.

2. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, wherein the valve is a multi-way valve that fluidly
and switchably connects the flexible liquid medicament con-
tainer between the interior of the liquid reservoir, via the
reservoir adapter, and the second inner volume of the evacu-
ation chamber.

3. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 2, wherein the multi-way valve is actuated by a move-
ment of the first displacement piston, the second displace-
ment piston, an actuation mechanism, an actuator, or a lock-
ing mechanism.

4. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, wherein the valve is a first valve that fluidly connects
the flexible liquid medicament container to the interior of the
liquid reservoir via the reservoir adapter, and said device
further comprises a second valve that fluidly connects the
flexible liquid medicament container to the second inner vol-
ume of the evacuation chamber.

5. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, further comprising a pressurizing conduit that is
fluidly connected to the first inner volume of the pressurizing
chamber, and the reservoir adapter is fluidly connected
directly to the pressurizing conduit.

6. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 5, further comprises one of a hydrophobic filter dis-
posed within the pressurizing conduit, and a non-return valve
provided in the pressurizing conduit to minimize liquid infil-
tration.

7. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, further comprises a transfer conduit fluidly con-
nected directly to the reservoir adapter.

8. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 7, further comprising a degassing membrane which
removes a gas from the transfer conduit.

9. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, further comprising a container adapter for fluidly
connecting the flexible liquid medicament container to the
device, an evacuation conduit that is fluidly connected to the
second inner volume of the evacuation chamber and fluidly
connected directly to the container adapter, and a transfer
conduit fluidly connected directly to the reservoir adapter and
the container adapter.

10. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 9, further comprising one of a bubble trap disposed in
the transfer conduit between the reservoir adapter and the
container adapter, a check valve disposed in the transfer con-
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duit between the reservoir adapter and the container adapter,
a capillary segment disposed in the transfer conduit between
the reservoir adapter and the container adapter, a flow restric-
tor disposed in the transfer conduit between the reservoir
adapter and the container adapter, and a hydrophobic filter
disposed within the evacuation conduit.

11. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, wherein the first displacement piston is coupled to
the second displacement piston, such that as the first inner
volume is decreased the second inner volume is increased,
and as the first inner volume is increased the second inner
volume is decreased.

12. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, wherein:

a single displacement piston comprises the first displace-

ment piston and the second displacement piston;

the pressurizing chamber and the evacuation chamber are

disposed in a closed cylinder separated by the single
displacement piston; and

the single displacement piston is displaceable along a lon-

gitudinal axis of the closed cylinder.
13. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, wherein:
the pressurizing chamber and the evacuation chamber are
disposed in a closed cylinder separated by the first dis-
placement piston and the second displacement piston;

the first displacement piston is rigidly connected to the
second displacement piston; and

the first displacement piston and the second displacement

piston are displaceable along a longitudinal axis of the
closed cylinder.

14. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1 further comprising a first subunit and a second sub-
unit, wherein:

the first subunit comprises the reservoir adapter;

the second subunit comprises the pressurizing chamber,

the evacuation chamber, the first displacement piston
and the second displacement piston; and

the first subunit is detachable from the second subunit.

15. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, wherein:

the reservoir adapter comprises a first hollow needle and a

second hollow needle, both which is configured to pen-
etrate a septum of the liquid reservoir;

the first hollow needle is parallel to the second hollow

needle;

the first hollow needle is fluidly connected to the pressur-

izing conduit; and

the second hollow needle is fluidly connected to the evacu-

ation conduit.

16. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, further comprising at least one of a gate valve dis-
posed within the pressurizing conduit, wherein the gate valve
disposed within the pressurizing conduit temporarily inter-
rupts the pressurizing conduit depending on a position of the
first displacement piston and/or the second displacement pis-
ton, and a gate valve disposed within the evacuation conduit,
wherein the gate valve disposed within the evacuation conduit
temporarily interrupts the evacuation conduit depending on a
position of the first displacement piston and/or the second
displacement piston.

17. The device for filling a liquid medicament container of
claim 1, wherein the first displacement piston and/or the
second displacement piston is manually operated, and
wherein a single stroke of the first displacement piston or the
second displacement piston is configured to fill the flexible
container.
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18. A method for filling a flexible liquid medicament con-
tainer with a liquid from a liquid reservoir, the method for
filling the flexible liquid medicament container comprising:

attaching the flexible liquid medicament container to a

device which comprises:

a pressurizing chamber,

an evacuation chamber,

a first displacement piston sealingly and slideably
arranged within the pressurizing chamber, wherein
the first displacement piston defines a first inner vol-
ume within the pressurizing chamber,

a second displacement piston sealingly and slideably
arranged within the evacuation chamber, wherein the
second displacement piston defines a second inner
volume within the evacuation chamber, and

a reservoir adapter fluidly connected to the first inner
volume of the pressurizing chamber and which con-
nects to the liquid reservoir and allows an increased
pressure to be transferred from the pressurizing cham-
ber, containing a pressurizing gas, to the interior of the
liquid reservoir thereby allowing the gas to contact the
liquid within the liquid reservoir;
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fluidly connecting the flexible liquid medicament con-
tainer to the second inner volume of the evacuation
chamber;

evacuating the flexible liquid medicament container via

moving the second displacement piston within the
evacuation chamber;

pressurizing the liquid reservoir via moving the first dis-

placement piston within the pressurizing chamber;
fluidly connecting the flexible liquid medicament con-
tainer to the reservoir adapter; and

transferring a liquid from the liquid reservoir to the flexible

liquid medicament container with a pressure difference
between the reservoir and the container.

19. The method for filling a flexible liquid medicament
container of claim 18, wherein moving the first displacement
piston decreases the inner volume of the pressurizing cham-
ber.

20. The method for filling a flexible liquid medicament
container of claim 18, wherein moving the second displace-
ment piston increases the inner volume of the evacuation
chamber.



